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me
                                    - MICHAEL JOHNSON

“The only 
one who can beat

is me.” 



SONJA HENIE’S SKATES

PART VII 

S  P  O  R  T  I  N  G    L  I  F  E



SONJA HENIE  1912 - 1969 

“On the rink, 
she was a princess, 

a flying angel, 

- DARRYL ZANUCK

a quicksilver 
Goddess.” 



BABE RUTH  1895 - 1948 

“Who is this Baby Ruth? And what does she do?”
- GEORGE BERNARD SHAW



-  BOBBY RIGGS

BILLIE JEAN KING   1943 -

“I will not be 
remembered for 
winning 
Wimbledon on my 
first try, but 

‘There’s the guy 
who lost to Billie 
Jean King in front 
of ninety million 
people!’”



- REGGIE JACKSON

MUHAMMAD ALI   1942 - 

“Do you understand what it did for black Americans to know 
That the most physically gifted, possibly the most handsome, 
and one of the most charismatic men in the world was black?”



LARRY BIRD   1956 - 

“It would have been a 

different game for 
me if he had not 

been there…  
he was my 

measuring stick.”

- EARVING ‘MAGIC’ JOHNSON



“Of all the perks 
of office, the one 

I enjoyed the most 
was playing 18 

holes of golf with 
Arnold Palmer.”

ARNOLD PALMER  1929 - 

-  BILL CLINTON



MICHAEL JORDAN  1953 - 

-  LARRY BIRD

“He is God disguised as Michael Jordan.”



“ Joe himself has 
declared that his kid 

brother, Dominic, was 
a better fielder than he was. 

Which always recalls 
the occasion when 
the Red Sox were 

playing the Yanks and 
Dom suddenly sped across  

second base to grab a 
line drive hit by Joe…  

that no one but a DiMaggio 
could have reached. 

And the late Sid Mercer, 
shading his thoughtful 

eyes under a hard 
straw hat, remarked to 

the press box: 
               

- RED SMITH

JOE DIMAGGIO 1914 - 1999 

Joe should 
sue his 

old man 
on that one.’” 



JIM BROWN    1901 – 1971 

“He averaged 5.2 yards per  carry, 

He never missed a game, 
he won the rushing title every year  
but one while he was in the league, 
there have been a lot of contenders 
but if you have to select one, 
you have to pick Jim Brown 

as the greatest running back 
in history.”
- BOB COSTAS



BABE DIDRIKSON   1911 - 1956 

“She was not a feminist, not a militant, not a 
strategist launching campaigns against 

sexual liberation. 
She was an athlete and her 

body was her most valuable possession.”
- WILLIAM JOHNSON



WAYNE GRETZKY    1961 -  

“What gives Wayne  
the edge 
over other players 

is his total devotion 
and concentration 
during a game, 
he’s playing the 
game while he’s still 
on the bench.” 

- WALTER GRETZKY



JACOBUS FRANCISCUS “JIM” THORPE   1888 - 1953 

“They told me that I had to give back my two gold medals in track and 
field. And that I had to return all the other baubles that I received from 

the King of Sweden and the Czar of Russia… because I received           
five dollars a game – a game – for playing baseball during a break from 

school. But you know, the King of Sweden gave me those trophies. He 
gave them to me. But they took them away from me. They’re mine,           

I won them fair and square!”
- JIM THORPE



RICHARD “The King” PETTY    1937 - 

“The most important thing about Richard, was 

that he took more time signing autographs for 
fans than any other athlete in America,”

- BILL FRANCE JR.



KNUTE ROCKNE   1888 - 1953 

“Rockne brought football 

- BARRY WILMER

like the ‘Four Horsemen’ 
of the Apocalypse… (better known 
as Stuhldreher, Miller, Crowley, and 
Layden). 

into the modern age, and along 
with him came the…

Notre Dame heroes…



JESSE OWENS    1913 - 1980 

“…the Germans couldn’t stop Jesse Owens in the 
              1936 Olympics (in Berlin, Germany).  

Nobody could, and it humiliated Nazi leader Adolph Hitler, 
whose warped views included labeling all blacks 

as sub-humans… Owens then roared to a World Record 
             10.3 seconds 100 meter dash.”

- KEVIN GRACE



TIGER WOODS   1975 -

“At the 1997 Masters… Birdies and eagles
seemed to drop out of the dogwoods…  
and azeleas right onto

his scorecard.”
- TIM FECHEM
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