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The Counter Culture 
(85 Minutes - PDSA)

Objectives Setting the 
Stage Discuss Construct

MATERIALS NEEDED: 
LCD Projector 

Overhead Projector 
Overhead Screens 
Paper and Pencil

Middle Class Norms 
Middle Class Prosperity

The Counter Culture 
Lifestyles The Art of  The Sixties

TSW be able to describe 
what was meant by the 
Phrase … Counter Culture

Middle Class Children 
Alternative Lifestyles

The Establishment, Civil 
Rights Marches, Anti-

War Protests

GROUPS: 
The Literature of  The 

Sixties 

TSW be able to describe 
what was meant by the 
Phrase … Generation Gap

Sheer Population 
Increase by The Baby 

Boomers

The Anti-Vietnam War 
Movement Begins

SHOW: 
The Music of  The Sixties

TSW be able to identify the 
Causes and Effects of  the 
Counter-Culture Lifestyle of  
the Sixties.

Dr. Timothy Leary’s 
Impact on The Counter-

Culture

Counter-Culture 
“Meccas”

JOURNAL: 
The Literature of  The 

Sixties



Content Standard for U.S. History 
Students will identify important people and events in order to analyze significant patterns, 
relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in New Mexico, The United States, and in 
World History. This will be in order to interpret and then adequately understand the complexity of  
the ‘Human Experience’ in all three areas … over time.

HB 9-12 Benchmark: United States History - Identify, Sequence, Describe, Interpret, Analyze, 
Understand, and Evaluate the Impact of  Major Eras, Events, and Individuals in U.S. History from 
European Exploration to Present.

HB 9-12 The Counter-Culture of  The Sixtiesd

Analyze  
Alan Ginsberg and 

The Howl

Analyze The Changes of  
All Three Woodstocks

Analyze The  
First Lady and The 

HEAD Start Program

Analyze The  
The Over Impact of  That 

The Counter-Cultural 
Sixties had on All The 
Aspects of  American 

Society

Analyze What created 
The Violence at The 

Democratic National 
Convention

Analyze The Impact of  
The Jesus Revoultion on 

American Christianiy

Analyze The Historical 
Impact of  The ‘Warren 

Court’

Analyze The Critical 
Impact of  the Counter-

Culture on The World as 
A Whole



North and South Drift Apart
From the 1820’s to the 1850’s, industry developed at a fast pace in the 
North… 

…while the South relied on farming and plantations. 

Cash crops had been profitable there due to the use of  slave labor… 

…which many Northerners opposed. 

Southerners depended on the North for manufactured goods… 

…and Northern factories depended on raw goods, produced in the South. 

As the territories west of  the Mississippi River joined the nation as new 
states… 

…the issue of  whether to allow slavery erupted nationally… 

…both North and South fighting for control of  the decision.



Cash Crops grown for sale at market, rather than personal use.



Peter Cooper… 
…was an inventor, industrialist, and philanthropist who 
believed that the wealthy have a duty to help society. 
Before the age of  30, Cooper made his fortune with a 
glue factory. 
     About1828, he built an ironworks on Baltimore and 
began a second career in the iron industry. During his 
life, Cooper produced many inventions, concluding the 
steam-powered locomotive and flavored gelatin, and he 
supported the development of  the new telegraph 
network. 
     He also helped to secure public education and 
improve sanitation in New York City. In 1859, he 
founded the Cooper Union, a university that gives all its 
students a free education.



Tom Thumb… 

…a steam powered locomotive 
built by Peter Cooper, was raced 
against a horse-drawn railroad 
car in 1830. The horse won, but 
the event heralded in a new age 
of  railroads.



Mills and Railroads… 
…helped to create the North’s immense industry output. The North’s 
industry started with just a handful of  cotton mills on the banks of  rivers. 
     Francis Cabot Lowell’s mill on the Merrimack River in Massachusetts 
grew in the “mile of  mills on the Merrimack” where cotton and wool were spun 
into thread to make cloth. 
     Other mills turned out everything from boots and bottles to watches and 
wrenches. Then America steamed into the railroad age, adding swift 
transportation to the industrial revolution.



Changes for Northern Workers… 
…some of  the first mill owners felt a sense of  fatherly responsibility for their 
workers, many of  whom were young women who left their farming families 
to earn higher wages. In Lowell, Massachusetts, the “Lowell Girls” lived in 
clean boarding houses, continued their schooling, and published their own 
literary magazine… The Lowell Offering.



The Working Conditions Changed after 1840… 
…Company owners wanted to increase production, so they hired managers 
to run their growing businesses; and the managers cut wages. Due to political 
turmoil in Germany and a potato famine in Ireland, immigrants came to 
America in overwhelming numbers. The newcomers were willing to work for 
less than others, which kept wages low. 
     Workers who tried to strike or to organize into groups - called Unions - to 
negotiate pay and working conditions were simply fired.



The Plantation South
Large Plantations had dominated the economic, 
political, and social life of  the South for more than a 
century. 

Most Southern farmers - about 70% - owned no 
slaves… 

…but they supported and looked up to the region’s 
planting class - categorized as those who owned at 
least 20 slaves. 

These wealthiest “gentlemen farmers” were the leaders 
of  the Southern Society.



King Cotton… 
…before the invention of  the Cotton Gin, it 
was hard to produce the large amount of  
cotton needed to make a profit. Once the 
gin was in use, though, it was easier to do. 
     Cotton production grew quickly as new 
land was planted along the Gulf  of  
Mexico; plantations then bought more and 
more slaves to plant and harvest cotton. By 
1820, two-thirds of  America’s exports 
consisted of  bales of  cotton. Southerners 
boasted: “Cotton is King.” 
     Bales of  Cotton on the dock at Union 

Wharf, in Charleston, South Carolina, 
wait to be loaded onto ships.



False Freedom… 
…by the end of  the 1700s, laws had freed the slaves in many Northern States. 
After that, about 250,000 free blacks lived in the North; another 250,00, 
mostly enslaved, continued to live in the South. 
     Many Southern slaves became free by escaping to the North, buying their 
own freedom… or being freed by their masters. 
     Some African-Americans descended from indentured servants or ‘’freed 
slaves’ … therefore the were considered free since birth. Freed blacks flocked 
to Northern cities, finding employment in both the factories and the shipping 
industry. 
     Most Northern blacks lived in segregated communities apart from whites 
forming their own churches, schools, and businesses. Racial discrimination 
was widespread in the North; creating separate places to live together gave blacks 
protection and support. 
     The vast majority of  free blacks were poor, but some did have skilled 
professions and many earned enough money to purchases homes and land.



1) Capital of  California? Became a State? 
2) Largest City? Order of  becoming as State? 
3) Mountain Range to the North? 
4) Mountain Range along the Coast? 
5) Mountain Range on the Eastern Border? 
6) Ocean to the West? 
7) Country to the South? 
8) Large Bay City? 
9) What is the Official Flag called? 
10)What is pictured on the Flag? 
11)Why was the first flag made so quickly?

Write the Questions and The Answers

THE STATE FLAG 
     Called the Bear Flag, it was first used on June 
14, 1846, but was not officially adopted until 
1911. It was designed by William Todd.  
     The flag pictures a Grizzly Bear and a Star. 
The first Californian Flag was quickly made by a 
group of  American Settlers who had just 
captured the town of  Sonoma (from Mexico) 
and needed a flag to replace the Mexican 
Banner.

31st State 
9/9/1850

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/cal.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/flags/california/californiaflag.shtml



